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NOTE: The President spoke at 5:09 p.m. at
the Small Guild Hall. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Vaira Vike-Freiberga of
Latvia and her husband, Imants Freibergs;
Prime Minister Aigars Kalvitis of Latvia;
President Arnold Ruutel of Estonia; Presi-

dent Valdas Adamkus of Lithuania; President
Viktor Yushchenko of Ukraine; President
Vladimir Putin of Russia; President
Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen) of the Pales-
tinian Authority; and President Jalal Talabani
of the Iraqi Transitional Government.

Remarks With Prime Minister Jan Peter Balkenende of the Netherlands in
a Discussion With Students in Valkenburg, the Netherlands

May 8, 2005

Prime Minister Balkenende. Well, ladies
and gentlemen, good morning. It's very
good that youre here. But in the first
place, I would like to say to the President
of the United States, be welcome in the
Netherlands. We really enjoy that you're
here. It's an important day that you're in
the Netherlands today, because on the 6th
of May—that’s what we call our Liberation
Day—and we always think about our free-
dom. And at your last event, you said a
lot about importance of freedom and de-
mocracy, and you realize what Americans
meant for the European countries after the
Second World War. During the Second
World War, your people were here, but
after, you helped us.

And it’s very important that you're here
today and that you’ll have the meeting in
Margraten. It’s so important to be there
and also for us to show our respect and
to say thanks for what all the Americans
have done for the Netherlands.

We already had a breakfast meeting. We
talked about some very important issues.
We talked about the Middle East peace
process. We talked about the struggle
against terrorism because we are—we have
the same position. It’s a threat to world
society. We have to work together. We
talked about the situation in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan. We talked about China and some
other issues. We talked about political situ-
ation in the Netherlands and the United

770

States. It was a very fruitful and interesting
meeting.

Mr. President, it's great that youre in
the Netherlands. We appreciate very much
that youre here today and that we have
the meeting in Margraten. But also today
we have a meeting with students, and we
thank you for being here and be willing
to have a discussion with these young peo-
ple. It's very important. It’s always chal-
lenging and encouraging if you have the
meeting with the students.

And now, Mr. President, I give you the
floor.

President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Prime
Minister. It’s an honor to be in the Nether-
lands. Laura and I have been really looking
forward to coming to your beautiful coun-
try. I want to thank you for the meeting
we just had. It was a fruitful discussion.
I appreciate your leadership, appreciate
your friendship.

You know, I will be honoring a genera-
tion that made enormous sacrifices so that
my generation could grow up in a free
world. I'm really looking forward to going
to the cemetery and paying homage to
those who fought for freedom. It will be
a solemn occasion but an important mo-
ment to reflect upon. And I look forward
to talking to the next generation about the
responsibilities that you’ll have to make
sure the communities in which you grow
up are hopeful communities and this coun-
try in—which you love is a free country.
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I want to thank you all for coming. I'm
honored that you took time out of your
life to come and have a visit with me.
There’s nothing like a young generation of
Americans to keep an old guy—I mean,
young generation of citizens to keep an old
guy like me feeling young.

But Mr. Prime Minister, again, thanks
for your hospitality. I want to thank Her
Majesty as well for joining Laura and me
today. It's awfully, awfully kind of her to
do so. Thank you.

Prime Minister Balkenende. Thank you,
Mr. President. Now the time is for the
students. Looking to the relationship be-
tween the United States and the Nether-
lands, it’s good to say that many things
are uniting us, but also sometimes you have
some division. That's also possible, and
that’s also good for the debate. And maybe
it’s good now to give the floor to you, and
maybe it’s good to start with Miss Madeline
Hoffmeister.

PATRIOT Act

Q. Thank you very much. Mr. President,
I have a question relating of—concerning
the terrorism. And you made many laws
after 9/11, many laws and many measures.
And T'm wondering, will there be a time
when you drop those laws and when you
decrease the measures?

President Bush. No, I appreciate that
question. Look, a free society such as ours,
obviously, must balance the Government’s
most important duty, which is to protect
the American people from harm, with the
civil liberties of our citizens. And every law
we passed that was aimed to protect us
in this new era of threats from abroad and
the willingness for people to kill without
mercy has been scrutinized and, of course,
balanced by our Constitution. But the ques-
tion really is, can a transparent society
openly deal with a debate about civil liberty
versus the tension of protecting ourselves?
And I believe we have done so in good
balance in America, but were constantly
reevaluating law.

The PATRIOT Act was passed. It was
a very important measure to enable our
law enforcement officials to share informa-
tion, which they weren't able to do at
times, to be able to protect ourselves. And
yet Congress is now evaluating certain as-
pects of that law. That's what happens in
democracies and stands in stark contrast,
by the way, to societies that are closed and
nontransparent, where people don’t get to
determine the course of action.

And so to answer your question, it de-
pends upon what Congress says and wheth-
er or not I agree with it, because I have
the right to veto any law as well. Of course,
they have the right to override my veto.
But I feel comfortable in telling you that
we've been able to successfully balance the
civil liberties of our citizens with the nec-
essary—the necessity to protect ourselves.

Listen, one of the interesting things
about September the 11th that I want you
to understand as we have this discussion
is that I fully understand that for some,
September the 11th was an important mo-
ment and a terrible moment—and we ap-
preciate the condolences of the people of
the Netherlands—but for us, it was a
change of attitude. I mean, it changed a
lot about how I looked at the world, and
a lot of Americans, it changed how they
looked at the world. I mean, it was more
than just an attack. It was a whole mindset.
And that's why your question is really rel-
evant—did that mindset, did that change
of attitude cause us to then begin to take
away certain civil liberties? And I would
argue, it did not.

Prime Minister Balkenende. You're con-
vinced by the President? [Laughter]

President Bush. Don’t put her on the
spot. [Laughter] That’s a little rough ques-
tion, Mr. Prime Minister.

U.S. Domestic and Foreign Policy

Q. Thank you. I've a question about the
reason you are here. We are honoring the
soldiers who died in the Second World
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War. In the years later, America was in-
volved in a lot of conflicts, in a lot of wars.
What's the benefit when you can ask to
your people—you are, in the first place,
President of America, you're responsible for
your own people
President Bush. Right
) what can you ask from your peo-
ple, not only the dead and the wounded
but also the economic consequences? Last
week I received a brochure about raise
funding for U.S. aid for poor people. So
what
President Bush. You received—I beg
your pardon—received a brochure for?
raise funding for poor peo-

le
P President Bush. Oh, to raise funding, yes.
the economic consequences of all
this involvement in conflicts, what’s the bal-
ance between the responsibility to the
world and the responsibility to your own
people?

President Bush. 1 think we have a re-
sponsibility to both. And at home, of
course, economic vitality is really important
and to make sure the entrepreneurial spirit
is alive and well. Seventy percent of new
jobs in America are created by small-busi-
ness owners, which is—it speaks to our—
the environment of encouraging entrepre-
neurship, which means less lawsuits and
good tax policy and less regulations. A vi-
brant, growing economy is one which we
collect more revenues, and therefore, we're
more capable of helping and doing our duty
to those who can’t help themselves.

And that’s the interesting balance of a
free society, by the way, is the extent to
which the welfare state is prevalent. And
I believe we—Government has a role to
help those who cannot help themselves and
then encourage people who can help them-
selves to realize dreams through good edu-
cation and good policy.

Abroad, we have a responsibility as well.
First, let me just tell you, the hardest deci-
sion a President makes is war. Nobody
wants to be at war—nobody. Now the
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question is, how do we spread peace? And
one way you spread peace is spread democ-
racy. That's the lesson of World War II.
If that thought troubles you, we can discuss
this a little more. But the lesson of World
War II, at least, was that by spreading de-
mocracy throughout Europe, that Europe
at last became whole, peace—free, whole,
and at peace. See, that’s the lesson that
people at least ought to take away from
the experience of the last 60 years. I be-
lieve it applies to the next 60 as well.

But we have other duties as well. HIV/
AIDS, for example, in the continent of Afri-
ca is a pandemic that has got to be appall-
ing to the free world. And my Government
is spending $15 billion as part of a global
effort to help defeat HIV/AIDS. We feed
more of the hungry than any nation, and
it’s an obligation we readily accept. But as
well, as we work to help those who hurt,
we also have got to put practical policies
in place.

And that’s why I'm such a believer in
free trade, because trade ultimately—the
benefits of trade, the benefits of economy,
the benefits of growing businesses far ex-
ceed the capacity of governments to hand
out aid to people. And so, in Africa, for
example, we've got a policy of feeding the
hungry and providing money for help, but
we've also got a free trade policy with Afri-
ca, which is helping these economies grow,
which provides opportunity and hope for
people that are living in those countries.
So we have a balanced obligation at home
and abroad.

Thank you, sir.

Prime Minister Balkenende. We'll give
the press one minute to do other things,
and then we can go on with our discussion.

[At this point, the public portion of the
event concluded. ]

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately
9:15 am. in the Selys de Fanson Zaal-
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Schatkaner Building at the Chateau St. Ger-
lach. In his remarks, he referred to Queen
Beatrix of the Netherlands.

Remarks at the Netherlands American Cemetery and Memorial in

Margraten, the Netherlands
May 8, 2005

Your Majesty; Mr. Prime Minister; Mr.
Mayor; distinguished officials of the Neth-
erlands; veterans and their families, includ-
ing the 104th Infantry Division, known as
the Timberwolves, the unit of Harold B.
Welch, my father-in-law, the father of First
Lady Laura Bush; Congressman Hoekstra;
General Jones; General Franks; Super-
intendent Schwind; fellow Americans and
friends: On this peaceful May morning, we
commemorate a great victory for liberty,
and the thousands of white marble crosses
and Stars of David underscore the terrible
price we paid for that victory.

For the Americans who rest here, Dutch
soil provides a fitting home. It was from
a Dutch port that many of our Pilgrim Fa-
thers first sailed for America. It was a
Dutch fort that gave the American flag its
first gun salute. It was the Dutch who be-
came one of the first foreign nations to
recognize the independence of the new
United States of America. And when Amer-
ican soldiers returned to this continent to
fight for freedom, they were led by a Presi-
dent who owed his family name to this
great land—Roosevelt.

Some of those brave troops are here with
us today, and we welcome you, and we
honor you. And theyre here with their
Dutch comrades. They share a love of lib-
erty. In the war that came to an end 60
years ago this day, all those who fought
for freedom made sacrifice, and many gave
their lives.

In the Voice of America’s radio broadcast
from London on the first V-E Day, the
announcer asked Europe to “think of these

Americans as your dead too.” In Dutch
hearts, they already were. The Americans
saw the Dutch spirit in action within weeks
of liberation, when this new cemetery
marked its first Memorial Day. It was still
a time of hardship and want and depriva-
tion, yet Dutch citizens from 60 local vil-
lages collected 20 truckloads of flowers so
that every American grave here would be
decorated when the sun came up on Me-
morial Day.

And in the six decades since, the Dutch
have continued this wonderful tradition by
adopting and attending to the graves of the
people they never met. Your kindness has
brought comfort to thousands of American
families separated from their loved ones
here by an ocean. And on behalf of a grate-
ful America, I thank you for treating our
men and women as your sons and daugh-
ters.

Today we join them at this hallowed
ground. We come first to remember the
young Americans who did not live to comb
gray hair. Each man or woman buried here
is more than a headstone and a serial num-
ber. Each person here has a name that
is precious to some family. And in faded
black and white photographs, each one
here looks back at us in the full glow of
youth: the fresh-faced American in uniform;
the newly minted officer with a smiling
sweetheart on his or her arm; or the young
dad proudly holding a baby son or daughter
on his knee. Every one of these Americans
added his own unique contribution to the
story of freedom.
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